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Towneley Hall is a historic building and park located in Burnley, Lancashire, England. The Hall 
has a rich history that dates back to the 14th century when it was the home of the Towneley 
family. The park is spread over several acres of land and includes football pitches, bowling 
greens, and a large woodland area that has many walking paths. Additionally, the park is home 
to a War Memorial, which was erected in 1926 to honor the soldiers who died during World 
War I. 

Despite its long and distinguished history, Towneley Hall is rumored to be haunted by several 
ghosts. The most famous of these is the spirit of Sir John Towneley, who is said to wander the 
Hall's corridors once every seven years, seeking revenge for the wrongs he committed during his 
lifetime. According to legend, Sir John encroached upon the common land of the district, which 
was used by local villagers to graze their cattle. As a result, his ghost is said to roam the Hall, 
crying out warnings to those who will listen. 

In addition to the ghost of Sir John, there are several other phantoms that are said to haunt the 
grounds of Towneley Park. One of these is the White Lady, who is rumored to haunt a small 
bridge that crosses a stream deep within the woods behind the Hall. The identity of the White 
Lady is unknown, but some speculate that she may be waiting for a lover who never returned or 
simply enjoying the peaceful surroundings she loved in life. 

Another ghost that is said to haunt Towneley Hall is the sound of marching boots. According to 
local legends, this sound is heard coming down a long avenue that runs from Todmorden Road 
to the back of the Hall. Some believe that the marching boots belong to the Roundheads sent by 
Oliver Cromwell to arrest Charles Towneley, while others think it may be the ghost of a faithful 
retainer reporting the death of his master during the massacre of July 2nd, 1644. 

Despite the ghostly rumors surrounding Towneley Hall, it remains a popular tourist attraction 
and a testament to the rich history of Burnley. Visitors can explore the Hall's many rooms and 
learn about the lives of the Towneley family, as well as enjoy the beauty of the surrounding park 
and woodland. Whether you believe in ghosts or not, Towneley Hall is a fascinating and 
engaging destination that offers a glimpse into the past of this storied town. 


By Donald Jay 


